
ENJOY YOUR FREE
G in G in D istr ic t 
I nformation G u i d e

G a t e w a y  t o  t h e  B u s h ,  B a r r a  a n d  t h e  B u n d a b e r g  R e g i o n

Gin Gin
D I S T R I C T  I N F O R M A T I O N  G U I D E



ACREAGE
Farms, Business, Investments

Email: gingincountryrealty@westnet.com.au
Phone All Hours

26 Mulgrave Street, Gin Gin

Tel 07 4157 3300

GIN GIN COUNTRY REALTY

OPEN 7 DAYS
 Sunday - Thursday: 

9.30am - 6.00pm
Friday - Saturday:  
9.30am - 8.00pm

1/38 Mulgrave Street, Gin Gin

Tel 07 4157 2640

GIN GIN VIDEO

This information guide has been proudly produced by The Gin Gin District Chamber of Commerce Inc. to showcase the 
natural beauty and tourist attractions of Gin Gin and the surrounding district. While every care has been taken with 
accuracy of content, no responsibility will be taken for errors or omissions. The information or images contained in this 
guide may change without notice. Your free copy of this information guide is made available by the members of The Gin 
Gin District Chamber of Commerce Inc. and the advertisers in this guide. 

To restock information guides contact:
Gin Gin  District Chamber of Commerce Inc. 
PO Box 155, GIN GIN QLD 4671
E: ginginchamber@hotmail.com
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ORGANISED GOLF
Saturdays 8.00am & 12.30pm

Tuesday Vets 8.00am

Thursdays 7.00am & 9.00am

Friday Sporters from 3.00pm

Sundays Juniors 8.00am

VISITORS WELCOME ANYTIME
Please use honesty box.

1st FRIDAY EACH MONTH
19th Hole Family BBQ Social Night

Enquiries
Jenny (07) 4157 2348

Clubhouse: 4664 Bundaberg Rd, Gin Gin

Tel 07 4157 2307

GIN GIN GOLF CLUB

Marriage – Namings
Milestones – Rights of Passage

General Festive Ceremonies

Email: vikkileh@hotmail.com
www.vikkileh.com.au

Home phone 07 4157 6509

Tel 0429 181 370

CIVIL CELEBRANT

VikkiLeh

Chamber of Commerce Inc

The Gin Gin District Chamber of Commerce 
Inc is the leader in enhancing, promoting and 
optimising  the business interests of the local 
community.

Located in Central Queensland only 4 hours 
north of Brisbane, Gin Gin is well positioned for 
business and  tourist activities.

Business owners are attracted to the region for 
its beauty and lifestyle, offering convenience 
combined with the freedom of  country living.

Supporting new and existing businesses 
and industry is one of our primary goals. The 
Chamber meets every 2nd Tuesday of the 
month.
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Welcome
There are few prettier places to break your 
journey on the Bruce Highway than the 
country town of Gin Gin. Easy caravan 
parking in the wide main street allows 
access to the shady picnic tables, barbecues 
and toilets that are set amongst well-tended 
gardens. Cafes, hotels and bakeries are all 
close by.  

Halfway between Brisbane and 
Rockhampton, Gin Gin has plenty of choice 
of accommodation, including caravan parks, 
camping, motels, hotels, bed & breakfasts 
and self-contained cottages.

Gin Gin is the centre of a diverse rural 
industry that encompasses some of the 
largest citrus orchards in Australia, a thriving 
beef cattle industry, sugar production and a 
variety of small crops.

Experience country hospitality at the 
various hotels throughout the district and 
keep your eyes open for farm gate stalls, 
which sell fresh local produce.

Country markets are held every Saturday 
morning on the Historical Society grounds.
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History

Gin Gin is thought to be the fourth oldest 
town in Queensland and has been home to 
some very famous people including Forster, 
Palmer and McIlwraith who became Premiers. 
Famous explorers, the Landsborough 
Brothers, also made Gin Gin their home. The 
Gin Gin District was originally settled in 1847 
when Gregory Blaxland and William Forster 
moved into the area with sheep and cattle. 
The site where the town now stands was 
once part of the sprawling Gin Gin Station 
owned by Sir Thomas McIlwraith, who was 
Premier of Queensland three times between 
1879 and 1893. 

The name Gin Gin was derived from the 
original station name, Gin Gin Station. The 
town’s one brush with notoriety occurred on 
30 March 1866 when one of Queensland’s 
few bushrangers, James McPherson, known 
as the “Wild Scotchman”, was captured on 
Monduran Station 13 km north of town. 
Although McPherson is reputed to have 
rampaged through the Wide Bay area 
for nearly four years prior to his arrest he 
managed to rob without violence. He was 
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sentenced to 20 years, served 15, and 
subsequently became a law-abiding citizen.

The main street offers a fantastic trip into 
yesteryear with buildings dating from the 
1900’s set alongside the manicured tree 
lined median strip.

Gin Gin has become an international 
fishing destination with the success of Lake 
Monduran, which has been stocked with 
native Barramundi that grow to over 1 metre 
and over 30 kg. 

Attractions

Visit the Historical Complex, which is 
situated at the old Gin Gin Railway Station. 
In 1882, 3045 tons of timber and 197 tons of 
agricultural produce were freighted through 
Gin Gin Railway Station. In 1996 The Kolan 
Shire Council purchased the entire railway 
yards, which now form part of the historical 
precinct. (More on page 11.)

The Wild Scotchman Country Markets are 
held each Saturday morning on the Historical 
Society grounds. (More on page 12.)

Gin Gin



The Courthouse Gallery is the dream of the 
Gin Gin & District Fine Art Society. 

The original Courthouse was built in 1882 
at the rear of the present Courthouse. It 
was known as a Small Claims Court and in 
1922 was deemed a Magistrates Court, but 
in 1935 the original building was sold for 
forty-five pounds and moved. The present 
Courthouse was built in 1935 on its present 
site and used as a Court until it was closed 
in December 1990.  This also was the Police 
Station until the new Station was built 
beside it.

The process for Gin Gin to have its own 
art gallery took six years, with a lot of hard 
work by a group of volunteers.  It is still run 
completely by volunteers. It was officially 
opened on 17th December 2003 by the 
Honourable Quentin Bryce AC Governor of 
Queensland.

As you enter the original Courtroom you 
will step back in time as the Prisoners’ Dock 
(c1880s) and Magistrate’s Desk (c1930s) 
have been retained.  This room is used to 
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display local history, as well as a gift shop 
and local art. While there you will be able to 
read historical information about the Wild 
Scotchman.  

Browse through the large range of handmade 
items, all made by the talented people of the 
Gin Gin and Wide Bay districts. Relax on the 
verandah and take in the magnificent 20m 
long sepia mural depicting the early life of 
Gin Gin.

Murals

The main street is alive with colour, as Gin Gin 
expresses its history and way of life on the 
walls of the town. At the Courthouse Gallery, 
black & white images show the history of 
the region as well as a coloured bush scene 
including the capture of the Wild Scotchman. 
Further along the main street, outside the 
Gin Gin Village Motor Inn, there are more 
coloured murals depicting the history of 
the area around pioneering times.  There are 
also murals at the Gin Gin Hospital and the 
Jinjinburra Indigenous Centre at Tirroan. 

Continued page 7



AWARD WINNING PIES!
Open 7 Days

Offering a Gluten-Free Menu 
Large Variety of Hot Food

Try Our Speciality - Fresh Crab Sandwhich!

57 Mulgrave Street, Gin Gin
Eat in or Takeaway

Tel 07 4157 3333

TRAVELLER’S REST CAFE

Where to Eat

Bundaberg, 271 Bourbong St, B’berg
Gin Gin, Mulgrave St, Gin Gin

Ph: 1300 722 099
visitme@bundabergregion.org

www.bundabergregion.info

talk to a local... 
Region Visitor Information
Bundaberg 
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COLDEST BEER IN TOWN

Hosts Karen, Ian, Riley & Abbey invite you 
to join them for a cold drink & a history 

lesson about historic Tirroan

Hot Bar Food Available 7 Days

Dinner & Lunch Available 
Thursday - Saturday

Featuring Artwork & Woodwork 
by Local Residents

Available for Functions or Special Events

Cnr Tirroan & St Kilda Roads, Tirroan
only 3km from Gin Gin

Tel 07 4157 2317

HISTORICAL 
TIRROAN HOTEL

MACKAY

ROCKHAMPTON

MIRIAM VALE

GIN GIN

MARYBOROUGH

GYMPIE

BRISBANE

CHILDERS

FRESH FOOD FAST
Open 24 Hours | Tea & Coffee

Phone Orders Welcome

Takeaway/Dine-In

Catering & All Occasion Parties

Coaches, Trucks, Tourists Welcome

6A Mulgrave Street, 
Gin Gin, Next To BP

Tel 07 4157 1088

STARBURST DINER



Businesses have also contributed, with the 
Currajong tree outside the Currajong Clinic.  
The Gin Gin Bakery building itself is a giant 
mural and also has a map of Queensland 
as well as a bush themed mural for the 
kids. Outside the Traveller’s Rest Café there 
is a mural of a weary traveller enjoying a 
well-earned rest.  The Gin Gin Swimming 
Pool’s front wall contains a huge mural 
demonstrating the locals’ love for water 
sports. 

Life in Gin Gin

Gin Gin offers a quiet and relaxed country 
lifestyle, with amenities, services and 
businesses to support both residents and 
visitors.  

The town has recently seen the opening of 
the Gin Gin Community Bank, the upgrade 
and redevelopment of the hospital and the 
opening of the SUPA IGA supermarket, all 
of which have complimented the existing 
businesses and encouraged new business 
to the town. Major retailers and professional 
services are all within easy reach at 
Bundaberg.
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The Wide Bay region has a sub-tropical 
climate. We have good annual rainfall of 
approx 1001 mm, a mild and dry winter with 
average temperatures ranging between 
10 and 22 degrees and summer average 
temperatures ranging between 20 and 32 
degrees. Summer is also our wet season and 
this is normally from December through 
to March.  The climatic conditions make it 
possible to enjoy the outdoors throughout 
the year.

Industries

The main industries of the district include 
sugar cane, citrus orchards, cattle and 
sheep, mangoes, lychees, avocados, grapes, 
vegetables and other small crops.

Education

Gin Gin is an ideal place to raise a family and 
has a range of education facilities from kindy 
to year 12, including special education and 
childcare facilities.

Gin Gin

Continued page 9
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Calendar
• With Nightly & Weekly Rates
• Just 12km from Gin Gin
• Secure Boat Parking Available
• A great place to base yourself to 
   explore the whole region!
Email: bungadoobandb@bigpond.com
58 Bungadoo Road, Bullyard

Tel 07 4157 4621

                                                                             

Spacious Accommodation
Wireless Internet
Licensed Restaurant
Free Austar
Secure Area for Boats and Trailers
Email: wildscotsman@bigpond.com
5 Mulgrave Street (Bruce Highway), 
Gin Gin

Tel 07 4157 2522

W I L D  S C O T S M A N

AAA

GIN GIN VILLAGE 
MOTOR INN

Modern Motel In The Heart Of The CBD

AAA                           B & B

Fully Self Contained, 2 Bedroom Cottage

Country Cottage

AAA                                                                                                        

• All meals available
• Parking for boats and trailers

• WIFI available
• In CBD Area

Email: ginginvillage@bigpond.com 
44 Mulgrave Street, Gin Gin  

Fax 07 4157 3974

Tel 07 4157 2599

POKIES • TAB • TAKEAWAYS • POOL TABLE
& GAMES  FUNCTIONS • PARTIES 
GROUP BOOKINGS • SOCIAL EVENT

LUNCH 12 noon to 2.00pm 
DINNER 6.00pm to 8.00pm

73 MULGRAVE STREET, GIN GIN

Email: redmaria1@hotmail.com  
Fax 07 4157 2377

Tel 07 4157 2131

HIGHWAY 
HOTEL

Where to Stay
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Gin Gin
Community Services 

There are over 30 sporting, social and 
service clubs for all ages and interests 
throughout the Gin Gin district with a 
library, neighbourhood centre, youth 
centre, banking facilities, churches, police 
station, post office as well as shops. There is 
a swimming pool, bowls club, sports fields 
for football and athletics, a golf course and 
tennis courts. Health groups, medical and 
other professional specialists complement a 
supportive business community.

Explore the District

To assist you exploring the district, places of 
interest are detailed on the following pages 
and shown on the district map on page 16. 

You can also view the large wall mounted 
district map, at the Courthouse Gallery. 
More detailed maps are also available at the 
Visitors Information Centre.

May/June   Gin Gin Show 

August     Cane Cutting Festival

August     Team Penning

October     Lake Monduran                        

     Fishing Classic

December   Carols by Candlelight                               

     Santa Fair

Calendar
2003 Tidy Towns                                          

“Friendliest Town” in Queensland.

2004 Tidy Towns                                          

“Community Action” award - Wide Bay/

Burnett Region.

2004 Ausport                                                

Australian Sports Commission National 

award for rural and  regional communities 

promoting sport and recreation.

2005 Regional Friendliest Town                            

Wide Bay/Burnett Region.

2006 Regional Community                         

Action Award 

Winner of
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No visit to Gin Gin is complete without spending time at the Historical Society Museum Complex.  
This offers a fantastic journey of discovery into the region’s past with special emphasis placed on 
Queensland’s only Bushranger - James McPherson - The Wild Scotchman.

Visitors can smell the mustiness of days gone by in the historic Euston Barn - segmented into 
a blacksmiths shop, butchery, saddlery and an area dedicated to machinery dating from the 
late 1800’s. The slab-constructed barn has been retained in its original state with huge slabs of 
hardwood forming the walls; monster hinges on the doors and a corrugated iron roof and is now 
home to hundreds of yesteryear artefacts.

See the historic schoolmaster’s residence that now incorporates a complete classroom of the 
early 1900’s - truly inspiring for all students who believe that things are tough now. The police 
sergeant’s house and cells also gives perspective to the way we lived in 1900’s. The unique 
working round refrigerator, rotating pantry and many other unique artefacts form the nucleus 

of this fascinating glimpse of life.  One of the cells from the 
old sergeant’s residence has been dedicated to the life and 
times of The Wild Scotchman, who was captured in this 
region and committed a number of offences around the area 
when at large.

The heritage listed railway station complex is a must - located 
on the same grounds as all the other buildings, this has been 
maintained, as it would have been on the day prior to de-
commissioning. The Bunyip steam engine, a cane train from 
the past is a sure hit with all the kids - young and old and is a 
testament to machinery building that stands the test of time.

Be sure to be in Gin Gin late August each year for the Cane 
Cutting Festival. The cane is grown on the Historical Society 
grounds and is fired and cut in the traditional manner using 
cane knives. This is truly spectacular.

Plans are underway for the construction of a Bushranger 
Interpretive Centre - with the Wild Scotchman as its 
centrepiece.

Historical Complex
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High
School

Town of

THE GIN GIN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL
SOCIETY FEATURES:

Museum House
Heritage Railway Station

Euston Slab Barn
1000’s of Historic Artifacts

and while you are there visit,

THE WILD SCOTCHMAN 
SATURDAY MARKETS

7.00am –12noon, Historical Society Grounds
Our numerous Stalls offer:

Bric a Brac, Fresh Local Produce, Clothing, 
Jewellery & Much More!

We Have an Excellent Catering Facility Offering
 Breakfasts, Tea /Coffee, Soft Drinks & Take Away

VISIT 
HISTORIC GIN GIN



Markets
The Wild Scotchman
Country Markets 

The markets are held each Saturday 
morning on the Historical Society grounds 
and provide an ideal venue to pick up 
bargains amongst the 70 plus stalls that 
regularly visit each Saturday. 

From the fresh local produce, to bric-a-brac, 
to hardware, craft, art and novelty stalls, 
there is something for everyone.

A sizzling bacon, egg, sausage and 
baked bean breakfast is an ideal way to 
start proceedings. The BBQ hut provides 
excellent breakfasts, hamburgers and 
drinks, dispensed with real country 
hospitality. Check out the famous Lucky 
Burgers!! 
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&
Professional service for that metre plus Barramundi!

PHONE 0427 590 995  WEB www.bundabergfishing.com.au

Stay with us at the Gin Gin Hotel



Fishing
Gin Gin is the town that hosts some of the 
best Barramundi fishing in Australia at Lake 
Monduran.  Barramundi can be caught here 
most of the year.  More information on Lake 
Monduran is on page 22.

The waterway travels over 30 kms upstream 
from the dam wall. An open basin with 
weed fringes greets you, and as you travel 
up-stream the landscape changes to a 
maze of flooded forests and submerged 
timber. Barramundi by nature are structure-
orientated fish and it’s these flooded forests 
that many huge Barramundi call home.   
Choosing a guided trip will fast track your 
knowledge, and give you the skills necessary 
to find fish and target them successfully.

Barramundi

The mighty Barramundi is without doubt 
one of Australia’s premier sportfish. It is 
known to have a lifespan of over 25 years 
in the natural environment and can reach 
1.8 metres in length and weight over 60 
kgs.  Wild, local saltwater fish have been 
purchased and transported to the dam 
by our local stocking group MASSA. The 
fingerlings are then released into the 
Monduran catchment and left to fend for 
themselves. This stocking is at a rate of 
250,000 fingerlings per annum.  Roughly 

30% of those fingerlings will go on to 
survive, meaning incredible numbers of 
Barramundi roam in the depths and among 
the snags at Lake Monduran. 

An abundant food source, combined 
with optimum weather conditions see 
the fingerlings grow at a staggering rate. 
Barramundi as young as 4 years old can 
reach the magic metre mark and once this 
milestone is reached the fish tend to take on 
a classic “impoundment” look, with broad 
shoulders, a scooped head and chunky 
flanks. Much like their saltwater cousins 
impoundment Barramundi fight hard 
and fast, with lightening turns of speed 
and impressive aerial displays. They are a 
fantastic fighting species and incorporate 
fast running spurts of power, head shaking 
and often clear the water a number of times 
before coming to the net.

There are many misconceptions amongst 
the fishing fraternity regarding these 
fish but make no mistake impoundment 
Barramundi are an incredible challenge, 
fight like made and will test your skills.

Lake Monduran is one place that you can 
catch Barramundi both night and day 365 
days a year.

Are you up to the challenge?
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The following places of interest are 
shown on the district map on pages 16 
and 17, by their relevant number.

1. Lake Monduran is located just 5 
km off the Bruce Highway, 19 km north of 
Gin Gin.  (More on page 22.)

2. Boolboonda Tunnel This feat of 
engineering has been carved through pure 
rock. (More on page 29.)

3. Wonbah Estate Wonbah originally 
comprised of 31,500 acres, later being 
increased further by the owner Mr Thomas 
Province.  This massive holding was 
eventually divided between his grandsons 
Eric and Thomas Campbell. Eric retained 
Wonbah and later married Miss Jessie Ann 
McCowan of Mt Wallaby.  Wonbah was 
sold in 1968 and later sub-divided into 
smaller holdings. The beautiful homestead 
is currently owned by Dot and Brian 
Cooke and has been wonderfully restored 
to its former grandeur.  Brian is a wine 

connoisseur and operates “Wonbah Estate” 
as a fully operational grape growing and 
wine making facility. The first vintage was 
bottled in 1996 and is reputed to be of 
excellent quality. Open by appointment 
only. Phone 4156 3029.

4.  Mt Perry Copper was discovered here 
in 1867, and for 40 years from 1873 the town 
produced a fortune in minerals that also 
included gold and silver. The remains of the 
old copper smelting works are a short walk 
above the town. There is also a fascinating 
heritage walk of the town. Browse through 
an exhibition of fine art at the Mt Perry 
Art Gallery Cultural Centre and view the 
ornate architecture of the Church.  Take in 
the wonderful panoramic views of the area 
from the lookout. The district has about 
450 residents and a resurgent gold mining 
industry, but Mt Perry’s scenic beauty, its 
history and bush culture are why travellers 
visit.
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Continued page 18

5. Mingo Crossing Recreation 
Area is set on the banks of the Burnett 
River, upstream from the Paradise Dam 
and offers powered and un-powered sites.   
There are picnic tables and a kiosk.

6.   Paradise Dam  is to the south of 
Gin Gin. (More on page 24.)

7.   Booyal Crossing  is a lovely picnic, 
swimming and camping spot enjoyed by 
the locals.

8. Goodnight Scrub National 
Park is to the south of Gin Gin. (More on 
page 27.)

9.    One Tree Hill is an amazing lookout 
in the Goodnight Scrub National Park, 
providing an excellent view of the national 
park and surrounding region, but the track 
is only suitable for rugged four wheel drives. 

10. Kalliwa Hut An historical, hand-
hewn timber slab hut, moved to its present 
site from Drinan, near Wallaville in the late 
1920s. It has had a shingle roof replaced 
with galvanized iron (probably when it was 
moved). The hut was used as forest officer’s 

accommodation for a number of years 
while logging was taking place in the south 
of the forest. Picnic and Barbecue areas 
are provided close by. The hut is now only 
accessible via boat from Paradise Dam. 

11. Wallaville is about ten minutes 
south of Gin Gin and rests on the curve of 
Currajong Creek near where it flows into 
the Burnett River. Wallaville was first known 
as Green Swamp but the name was later 
changed to Wallaville, taking its name from 
Walla Station. In 1895 the first store and 
hotel were built, with the sugar mill, post 
office and other stores following over the 
years. The first trial crush of locally grown 
sugar cane was made at the Wallaville Mill on 
8th July 1896.  The Sugar mill closed around 
1970.  The Wallaville Hotel was rebuilt in 
1911 and retains much of the style of that 
era, with old photos on display around the 
walls.  A little wooden bridge covered in 
creepers and straddling the local cane train 
line, dates back to the early 1900’s and is the 
focus of the town’s historical pride. 
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12. Murray’s Crossing Often 
referred to locally as Drinan’s Crossing, this 
lovely stretch of the Burnett River is easily 
accessible to visitors via Duingal and Drinan 
roads. The river flows wide here and is home 
to many species of birds as well as lungfish 
and platypus. During the summer months 
this is a popular swimming and recreation 
area for locals, with native trees providing 
shelter from the heat. Care should be taken 
when using the southern approach, as the 
sandy track can be soft.

13.  Walla Island is another popular 
local picnic and swimming hole.  Access is 
via Inskips Road, just near the Tim Fischer 
Bridge. As you drive in, you can catch 
glimpses of Walla Station.

14. Cloyne Valley Drive along 
McIlwraith road to reach the top of the 
hill to enjoy the best views. The rich and 
fertile area provides a magnificent view to 
the mountains beyond. The area, originally 
known as Maroondan was divided and 
become Maroondan, McIlwraith and 
Cloyne. The region was known by the 
earliest settlers, who were mostly of German 
descent as the “Clyone Valley”. 

15.  McIlwraith School The old 
school building is over 100 years old. The 
building was first situated at Maroondan 
then moved to Uping and finally moved to 
its current home at McIlwraith, where it has 
proudly stood for over 75 years.

District Places of Interest
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16.   Tirroan is only a 3 km drive west 
of Gin Gin. The hotel stands in the main 
street to quench the thirst and appetite of 
locals and visitors. Paintings adorn the walls, 
turning the hotel into a boutique gallery. 
Around the corner from the hotel is the 
Jinjinburra Indigenous Centre, which has 
murals on its walls, continuing on the mural 
theme from Gin Gin.

17.   Bucca From this Historical Hotel 
you can explore the Kolan River. Upstream 
is the weir and Kinagin Bridge where a boat 
ramp caters for small runabouts and canoes. 
Downstream is the Bucca Crossing with 
shady picnic facilities.

18. Smith’s Crossing Some 12 kms 
further downstream from Bucca is Smith’s 
Crossing, another great picnic spot. 

19.   Bucca Rowing Centre  The first 
two stages of this internationally recognized 
training and competition facility were 
completed in early 2000 for the Australian 
Olympic Rowing Team to utilize for training 
in the lead up to the Sydney Olympics. 
These stages included completion of the 
2000 metre, 8 lane course together with 
boat/equipment shed and the catering 
and ablutions block. A 96 bed dormitory 
was added during stage three which has 
expanded the variety of community groups, 
which can utilize and enjoy the facility.



COME ASK A LOCAL FOR INFORMATION ON LOCAL ATTRACTIONS 
AND IDEAS ON PLACES TO VISIT IN THE BUNDABERG REGION. 

We’ll help you ‘discover the spirit’ of this great region.

HOW DO    GET THE MOST 
OUT OF MY HOLIDAY HERE?

Palace Memorial Building
72 Churchill Street, Childers 4660

Telephone (07) 4130 4660 
www.bundaberg.qld.gov.au
Open Mon-Fri 9am to 4pm, Sat-Sun 9am to 3pm
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If you’re into canoeing or kayaking than the Gin Gin area is well worth a stopover for a few days. The 
Gin Gin area is bordered by two great rivers to the north, the Kolan River is held back by the Fred Haigh 
Dam which forms Lake Monduran, a waterway bigger than Sydney Harbour. Monduran is famous for it’s 
Barramundi fishing but is a great spot for a paddle with beautiful sunsets, a million bays to explore and 
amazing bird life.
To the south is the Burnett River and Paradise Dam which is home to the Ceratodus or Qld Lungfish.
A late afternoon or early morning paddle is well worth the effort as lungfish and platypus can often be 
seen cruising along the surface.
The Kolan and Burnett Rivers offer kayakers great options whether it is fishing for barra and bass or trying 
to spot a kingfisher, eagle or any of the hundreds of species of birds that call this area home.

Further Afield

Launching Points: - Burnett River, Paradise Dam, Booyal Crossing, Inskips, Drinan Crossing, Currajong Creek 
Kolan River, Monduran Dam, Monduran Crossing, Bucca Rowing Club, Bucca Crossing, Smiths Crossing.



Walla Station  was settled in 1849 by Dr J. Archibald McMurdo Thompson, and is situated 
on the banks of the Burnett River approx 8 kms from Wallaville. Many aboriginal relics and places 
of significant heritage value have been found on Walla land.  Walla station has had members of 
the Royal family and Vice Regal parties as houseguests. This beautifully preserved homestead, 
which featured in the historical film “The Mango Tree”, is surrounded by extensive gardens that 
contain plants that arrived with the First Fleet.  Walla Station is not open to the public but can 
be seen from Walla Island.

Monduran Station  Sheep were first run on Monduran Station in 1857. Figures show that 
7,800 sheep and 670 cattle were stocked at that time on the property that extended from Gin 
Gin Station to north of Baffle Creek and back to what was known as Watalgan. In 1861 Edward 
Mullett and a partner, W.H. Walsh of Degilbo, purchased the property. Mullett became the sole 
owner in 1890 and the property has remained in the family since. Many fine horses were bred 
on Monduran and it was here that the bushranger James Alpin McPherson (the Wild Scotchman) 
was caught. Monduran contains many fine examples of furniture and memorabilia; they, like the 
homestead, being beautifully preserved and cared for by the Mullet family. Monduran Station 
is not open to the public.

Gin Gin Station was first settled in 1847—1848, when Gregory Blaxland and William Forster 
came from the Clarence River with 30,000 sheep and 800 cattle as well as many horses. Originally 
known as Tirroan the extensive holding was renamed Gin Gin Station when purchased by Arthur 
and Alfred Brown. Gin Gin was later home to another noted pioneer Sir Thomas McIlwraith, 
who became Premier of Queensland. Sir Thomas gradually replaced the station’s sheep herds 
with cattle. Gin Gin was host to many parties, picnics, tennis and picnic race days, which when 
combined with the hard work needed for the running of the station, meant life was very full. Gin 
Gin station is not open to the public.

Pioneer ing
Distri ct Stations
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www.escape2.net.au

CAMPING CARAVANS CABINS

1800 228 754 1 Claude Wharton Drive, m/s via Gin Gin Qld 4671
w: www.lakem.com.au e: info@lakem.com.au

Inland from Bundaberg and 20km north of Gin Gin
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A fifteen minute drive north of Gin Gin, 
takes you into the wonderful playground 
of Lake Monduran Recreation Area and the 
Fred Haigh Dam. The lake is huge with the 
capacity to hold 17% more than Sydney 
Harbour. Sun Water uses the Lake to supply 
water to the vast agricultural industry 
spread throughout region.

Hire a boat or book a charter and experience 
the best of South East Queensland’s 
Barramundi fishing.  The lake is also stocked 
with Australian Bass, Golden Perch, Saratoga 
and Silver Perch as well as Barramundi. The 
local fishing club has developed a large 
fish viewing facility where you can see live 
Barramundi and other species caught in 
Lake Monduran.

Lake Monduran
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Keen observers may also see echidnas 
burrowing in the ground or a platypus 
foraging along the banks of the lake. 
Kangaroos and wallabies can be seen 
nibbling grass at dawn and dusk. There are 
also many birds in the region; a birdwatchers 
guide has been produced to enhance 
visitor’s enjoyment and understanding.

Stroll along the 5km walking trails, or take a 
swim in the calm, sheltered water. Make use 
of the water ski area for a day of adrenalin-
pumping fun or enjoy a lazy picnic or 
barbeque at the electric facilities.

Most visitors come to Lake Monduran for 
one thing only – fantastic fishing! Lake 
Monduran is fully stocked so you can fish for 
Barramundi and the great Australian Bass all 
year round. Both species can be caught from 
the shoreline or boats. 

Fishing permits can be obtained on site 
and the fish cleaning table makes dinner 
preparation a breeze.

The campground caters for all budgets 
with powered and unpowered campsites, 
self-contained cabins, barbeques and 
undercover camp kitchens.  

The Annual Lake Monduran Family Fishing 
Classic Competition is held each October 
and is now one of the largest fresh water 
fishing competitions in Queensland.LAKE MONDURAN 

BARRA CHARTERS
& FISHING LAKE AWONGA

Jamie Bein
Mob: 0407 434 446

Email: jamiebein@bigpond.com.au
www.lakemonduranbarracharters.com



The name Paradise comes from a once 
thriving gold mining town. The township was 
situated on the eastern bank of the Burnett 
River running from Finney Creek to Paradise 
Creek.  The township was established in 
1890 and thrived for 15 years. Today there 
are historical site signs showing the location 
of the school site and the Wesley Missionary 
and house site, all now beneath the water.

While staying at Paradise you can enjoy 
an informative talk about the endangered 

Elseya Albagula turtle. 
Following the talk, take a 
guided walk around the 
Heritage trail with Ranger 
Greg, to hear about the gold 
mining era and other points of 
interest

Finney Creek is also a walk 
to be enjoyed, and is part of 
the Bi-centennial National 
Trail. This 5 km nature walk 
reveals breathtaking views of 
Paradise Dam. 

KIOSK
Food | Tea/Coffee | Souvenirs
Ice | Bait/Tackle | Gas Refills

Kayak Hire
Lake Cruises

Turtle/Fish Displays
Turttle Talk (By Appointment)

Guided Walks (By Appointment)

Contact Greg & Gale
Paradise Dam

Tel 07 4127 7278

Approximately 60kms to the south of Gin 
Gin is the impressive Paradise Dam. The 
dam is on the Burnett River and has a 300 
000 mega litre capacity, took fours years to 
complete and was finished in September 
2005.  

This 40 km stretch of water is a very popular 
place to enjoy a vast range of water sports 
including swimming, fishing, skiing, jet 
skiing and sailing. This is truly a water skier’s 
paradise. 

Take a boat cruise up 
to Mingo Crossing, 
passing the Goodnight 
Scrub National Park on 
the western bank and 
stopping at Kalliwa Hut 
on the way, for a step 
back in time.  Enjoy the 
spectacular sunsets 
either from the shore or 
on the 10 seat pontoon 
boat.
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Other points of interest are the cemetery 
situated 2km from the dam wall on 
Campbell’s Road and the kiln situated on 
Paradise Road.  This kiln was built to burn 
limestone to make cement powder. It was 
built but never used and still stands today.

The recreational precinct consists of 
gazebos with picnic tables beneath, a 
tourist centre, gas barbeques, boat ramp, 
dam-wall lookout with information stands, 
environmentally friendly toilets, fish scaling 
benches and limited tank water.

The camping/ caravan park currently only 
offers toilets, but no power or showers.  

The fresh water turtle hatchery at Paradise 
is a world first, breeding the endangered 
Elesya Albagula turtle. The problem for 
these turtles is our feral animals take their 

eggs before they get to hatch. Funding has 
been granted to establish a 5 year breeding 
program purely to boost the stocks in the 
wild. Each year gravid females are brought 
to the hatchery to lay their eggs, so they 
can be protected within the walls of the 
hatchery. As soon as the females lay their 
eggs they go back into the river exactly 
where they came from.  We keep the eggs 
until they hatch, which takes about 6 
months, then return the hatchlings to the 
river where their parent turtle came from. 
At the time of print, 2000 hatchlings have 
been released back into the wild. 

Call into the Information centre and ask 
the friendly staff about these truly amazing 
and unique turtles.  Also on display is the 
different variety of fish found in Paradise 
Dam.
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BOWLS:
Wednesday Ladies’ Day & Mixed Social

Names in by 12.30pm  - Start 1.00pm
Friday 3.30pm Free Roll Up

Saturday & Sunday Social & Comp
Names in by 12.30pm  - Start 1.00pm

3rd Friday of the Month
BARBEQUES & RAFFLES

BINGO Every 2nd Thursday
Eyes down 7.00pm

PO Box 60, Gin Gin, Queensland 4671

Tel 07 4157 2172

Roads shown in the map above, can become impassable due to rising dam levels and heavy rain.                     
Access by 4WD vehicle is recommended.
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Goodnight Scrub National Park is 57 kms to 
the south of Gin Gin. All the roads and tracks 
are gravel and are only accessible by rugged 
4 WD vehicles in dry weather conditions. 
The park boasts more than 160 species of 
birds and 60 types of butterfly.  The park 
is the largest natural hoop pine forest in 
Queensland and covers an area of 8000 ha. 
Early European settlers saw the potential 
of this wonderful wood, and set it aside as 
a forestry reserve in the 1900’s.  Hoop pine 
was commercially logged until it was found 
to be unsustainable in the mid 1980’s.

Goodnight Scrub National Park takes its 
name from the density of the forest. When 
the early settlers’ cattle wandered into the 
thick vegetation, someone would say, “You 
can kiss that cow goodnight” as it would 
never be seen again.

Excellent views of the recently completed 
Paradise Dam are available from the 
Goodnight Scrub area. One Tree Hill is 
an amazing lookout suitable for rugged 
four-wheel-drives.  The reward for your 
tough trek is panoramic views over the 
Boolboonda and Perry Range.

Although there are no set walking or biking 
tracks, an unsealed road circumnavigates 
the park and the network of firebreaks 
creates an ideal way to explore in safety. No 
camping is allowed in the park. 

Some of Australia’s most unusual creatures 
dwell in the waters of the Burnett River, 
on the southern boundary of the park. 
Thought to be extinct for hundreds of years, 
the neo ceratodus or lungfish is enjoying a 
comeback. These rare fish are completely 
protected.
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VISIT OUR HOLIDAY PARKS ONLINE AT 

www.bundaberg.qld.gov.au

Finemore HOLIDAY PARK

These parks proudly operated by the Bundaberg Regional Council

Located on the banks of the Burnett River and opposite the Visitor Information Centre, our park is your perfect 
central holiday destination.  • Onsite cabins (air-conditioned with ensuite), onsite tents (Camp-o-tels), backpacker 
accommodation, powered caravan sites and unpowered sites.  • Swimming pool  • Camp kitchen and LPG
• CBD shopping nearby  • Modern facilities  • Laundry  • Park surrounds  • Clean amenities  • Shady trees
33 Quay Street, Bundaberg Qld 4670  T (07) 4151 3663  F (07) 4151 6399  E finemore@bundaberg.qld.gov.au

Burnett Heads ‘ Lighthouse’ HOLIDAY PARK
With a peaceful oceanfront location and small village atmosphere, our park offers a relaxing holiday, just 15 minutes from 
Bundaberg’s CBD.  • A variety of powered or unpowered sites, where pets (at the Manager’s discretion) are welcome!
• Oceanfront location  • Nearby boat harbour  • Clean amenities  • Camp kitchen and BBQ  • Laundry  • Grass parklands  
• Tennis courts  • Friendly management team  Paul Mittelheuser Street, Burnett Heads Qld 4670  T (07) 4159 4313
F (07) 4159 5165  E burnettheads@bundaberg.qld.gov.au

Elliott Heads HOLIDAY PARK
Enjoy fantastic ocean and river views in a quiet beachside community, just 15 minutes from Bundaberg’s CBD. 
• Four oceanfront cabins (stroll from your own verandah onto the beachfront), or a variety of powered and unpowered 
sites.  • Absolute beachfront  • Holiday beach patrol  • Free BBQ areas  • Fishing and snorkelling  • Clean facilities
• Park surrounds  • Kiosk nearby  Lihs Street, Elliott Heads Qld 4670  T (07) 4159 6193  F (07) 4159 6990
E elliottheads@bundaberg.qld.gov.au

Miara HOLIDAY PARK
Located on the banks of the beautiful Kolan River and near the ocean, our park is your perfect beachfront 
getaway, just 45kms north of Bundaberg.  • A variety of beachfront and parkland powered and
unpowered sites  • Ideal fishing escape  • BBQ and picnic areas  • Onsite kiosk
• Ice, bait and gas  • Playground  1200 Miara Road, via Yandaran Qld 4673
T (07) 4156 1171  F (07) 4156 1990  E miara@bundaberg.qld.gov.au

EXPERIENCETHEDREAM 

VISIT THE HINKLER HALL OF AVIATION AND EXPERIENCE THE DREAM FOR YOURSELF
Telephone (07) 4130 4400    Fax (07) 4130 4410    www.hinklerhallofaviation.com
Bundaberg Botanic Gardens, Cnr Mt Perry Road and Young Street, Bundaberg North, Qld 4670

The Hinkler Hall of Aviation, now open in the Bundaberg Botanic Gardens on the city’s 
northside, is one of regional Australia’s most signifi cant and exciting tourist 
attractions and aviation adventure experiences.

With exhibits including fl ight simulators, the ‘Globe Theatre’,  ‘NASA Theatrette’, 
fi ve aircraft and restored Hinkler House, the Hinkler Hall of Aviation provides 
you and your family with an unforgettable experience, where you 
become part of the story.

Learn about Bundaberg’s own pioneer solo aviator Bert Hinkler, 
and the miracle of early fl ight in this fascinating and 
enjoyable family visitor experience, and visit 
The Aviator’s Store and Cafe 1928.
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This feat of engineering has been carved 
through pure rock without the assistance 
of machinery. It is the longest (192 
metres) unlined, unsupported tunnel in 
the southern hemisphere. Built in 1883, it 
originally formed part of the railway line 
that ran from Mt Perry to Bundaberg.  It is 
recorded that the engineering skills of the 
workers were so precise, that when the two 

ends finally met, the tunnel was less than 
2cm out of alignment. Since the cessation 
of rail traffic, the National Heritage listed 
tunnel has become home to hundreds of 
tiny bent-wing bats. These can often be 
seen as visitors travel through the eerie 
darkness of the tunnel. You can continue 
to follow the gravel road to rejoin Mt Perry 
road, travelling past the old mining ruins.

Boolboonda Tunnel

Sugar Cane
agreed to plant 787 acres as security. The 
first trial crush was made at Wallaville Mill 
on 8th July 1896. Sugar harvesting takes 
place between the months of June and 
December and visitors to the district will 
often see harvesters, cane trains and some 
cane fires during the season.

Traditionally the main rural industry in 
the district, sugar cane was first grown in 
the Bingera area in 1875 and was rapidly 
expanded into the Gin Gin area. A scheme to 
build and operate Associations was drawn 
up in 1885. In December 1893 the Gin Gin 
Central Milling Company was formed, the 
farmers met under the Currajong Creek 
Farmer’s Progressive Association and they 
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y COMPUTERS & BOOKEEPING

Edgetech Solutions 
Tel 4157 3048    Mob 0434195075 

FISHING 

Lake Monduran Barra Charters 
Jamie Bein Mob 0407 434 446

Rob Wood Game & Sports Fishing
Mob 0427 590 995

GOLF

Gin Gin Golf Club Tel 4157 2307

MARRIAGE CELEBR ANT

Vikki Foster  Mob 0429 181 370

HARDWARE & C AMPING

Gin Gin Hardware
Mulgrave Street  Tel 4157 2888

HISTORIC AL SOCIE T Y

85 Mulgrave Street  Tel 4157 3099

REAL ESTATE

Gin Gin Country Realty
26 Mulgrave Street  Tel 4157 3300

Ray White Realty
40 Mulgrave Street  Tel 4157 3222

BOWLS

Gin Gin Bowls Club Tel 4157 2172
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VIDEO HIRE

Gin Gin Video Shop
1/38 Mulgrave Street  Tel 4157 2640

HOSPITALS

Gin Gin Hospital
5 King Street  Tel 4157 2222

Mt Perry Hospital
Heusman Street  Tel 4156 3222

MEDIC AL

Mulgrave Medical Centre
3 Mulgrave Street  Tel 4157 3055

Gin Gin Family Medical Centre
6b Mulgrave Street  Tel 4157 2625

Currajong Clinic
59 Mulgrave Street  Tel 4157 2922

POLICE STATIONS

Gin Gin
81 Mulgrave Street  Tel 4157 2211

South Kolan
Gin Gin Road  Tel 4157 7872

Mt Perry
Heusman Street  Tel 4156 3211

COMMUNIT Y R ADIO

104.9FM 
Tel 4157 1049 
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EMERGENC Y

Ambulance, Police, Fire 000
SES   13 25 00
Ergon Energy  13 22 96
Lifeline   13 11 14

COUNCIL

Bundaberg Regional Council
Gin Gin Service Centre
Dear Street  Tel 1300 883 699

LOC AL ORGANISATIONS

Courthouse Gallery  4157 2154
C.W.A. Gin Gin  4157 3756
C.W.A. Wallaville  4157 6237
E.S.A.   4157 2587
Gin Gin Guides  4157 2599 
Library   4130 4620
Lions Club   4157 1031
Scouts   4157 2232 
Show Society  4157 2254
Visitor Information Centre 4157 3060

SPORT

Athletics   4157 2888
                          After Hours 4157 4286
Bowls   4157 2172
Gin Gin Football Club  4157 4041
Ladies Bowls  4157 6385
Ladies’ Golf  4157 2348
Mens’ Golf   4157 8311
Hockey Club  4157 6178
National Fitness  4157 2167
Pony Club   4157 6293
Rugby League  4157 2024
Squash Courts  4157 2192
Swimming Pool  4157 2164
Tennis Courts  4157 2277
Women’s Fitness  4157 2274
Qld Self Defence & 
Tae kwon-Do  1800 649 549  
    



Today I did 
something for 
the good of my 
community. 
I did all my banking.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178. AFSL 237879. 
(60739-v2) (15/05/2008)

Whether you’re banking for yourself, your family or 
your business, we know you’ll appreciate the extended 
opening hours, genuine service and complete range of 
financial products and services available at Gin Gin 
Community Bank® Branch.

So why not call in and see us at 61-63 Mulgrave 
Street, Gin Gin or phone 4157 3469. We’re open 
Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm, and Saturday from 9am 
to 12 noon.

Gin Gin Community Bank® Branch

Real Estate

Contact Mick  Kelly
Tel 07 4157 3222 

Mob 0421 127 797

Edgetech Solutions
Tel 07 4157 3048 Mob 0434 195 075
Email gingincomputers@gmail.com

COMPUTERS
 • Sales • Repairs • Laptops • Servers • Network 
• Internet • Biz Printers • Remote Support 
• Web Designing • Surveillance DVR

BAS & BOOK KEEPING
 • BAS Agent - ATO Registered
• MYOB Setup & Training
• Contract BAS & Bookkeeping at 
Value Price

ABN 42 667 162 
805

07 4157 2888

Hire
Timber
Garden
Tools
Camping 

Auto
Paint
Homewares
Plumbing

Get the right
  stuff!

GIN GIN

61A Mulgrave Street, Gin Gin
Email: ginginrw@bigpond.com
www.raywhite.com

Rural
Residential
Commercial

Servicing Gin Gin & 
Surrounding Areas


